3N°610°3121USYISES" MMM UO 91ISGIM INO

995 10 Z672E8 0E L0 Uo A3juels euio A1e1a4d9s suni ayi suoyd Jsyis

S9pPI 3Y3 JO S|1RIDP J0 [DWOD|IM |93} NOA Hew ||im pue dnoib s|qerdos
e 3Je D)\ '9|geUNS 1SOW 3yl dJe sayiq buunol pue buides ‘swapue]

"J9pU 1S9MO|s Y3 Jo aded ayi Je 3|24

9M "YUM dwioy 3[2A> 01 uoawos Ajjensn si a1sy) os Aeg suisH pue

Ainguaiue) “4ano(q ‘lesg ‘1vuey) wouy 3jdoad wouy dn spew si dnoib

9yl ‘youn| aAey am a1aym gnd A1nunod Ajpusally e skemje “@am yoes

UOIBUIISSP 1USJ3YIP B Ydeas 01 WeQQ'QL 1 9AB3| saply ‘suny Aepuns

119Y3 uof 03 sisquaW M3au 3beINOdUS 01 31| PjNOM DD 1UdY 1SYI

1D Yiim sapiy 10N

-9oe[d ul smejaAq ayy desy 01 buikil si yoiym
Aiouiw sanelussaidaiun pue pasnjuod e Ajuo st 3| “anssi Auioyl siyl
uo sawi] Aeg SUISH/3]gRISHYAM PUR 9119ZeD) YsI1uay| 9y3 Y104 Jo J0)p3
9U1 01 513119| PUSS 01 3 WOD[IM IR SI9PeY "AeS oM ‘Jesy ‘JesH
-0b pjnoys 11 1ey swial
ule1I3dUN OU Ul sh p|ol aAeY noA pue ‘apeuswold ayy buoje mejakq
BuipA) oN ay1 Jo 1ybnoyl noA 1eym pase ap\, :peal dd1lie pes| ayy
L\ime[akq buipAd Juouyess deids, :sauljpesy Jauueq sbed uoly sspun
1aded ayp ui
pajundsiw sem 1ng 0ZF Ajjen1de s auly sy "9119zZe9 Ysiausy aY1 Jo uon
-1pa Aeg suiaH ay1 10} Jeak ayy jo sbeqisod 1s9661q oy jo suo
payonoid sauly 00zF 9sodwi pue woid uo bulpAd> buluueq suB!SV
jutedas 01 UOISIDAP s,|1PUN0) A1) Aingualue) ssaud 01 ob am s

"9PISYSIBIA ‘U] 318D BY] UOIIRUNSIP ‘YDIMPUES 193115 PURIIS SSILIWINA 193\
Pl WVYSt°6 Y39W3D3d 8Z AYANNS

U03sald ‘slelS UdASS
13 UOO J|BH 3YL UOIIRUIISIP ‘YdIMPUES ‘199115 PURIIS ‘SIIWIWNA 193N
Pl WVYSt°6 439W3D3d LZ AYANNS

UapUI|IyD ‘PeIH SUPLD 3YL HONNT SYWLSIHHD D10
439W3d3a v AVANNS

Keg s1o1eBue| 1S ‘UU| 9dOH 3Y] UOHRUNSIP Yied plig Weybuip 199N
bl WVYSt'6 Y39W3D3d L AVYANNS
78799/ /TTLO d41YS 92111839 JopeaT "spuly [ed1bo)
-o9eydJe pue sAemddel) ‘syuegqpooMm JuadUY "YieoH 1e gnd ‘poopp ued|g
1583 ‘POOA\ USPUIOY] ‘POOAN SOMO|D 03 PIY "UOIIEIS 1S9 AInguaiued) 199N

3aid 3341 SYWLISIYHD dNVY saoom
SIN0dS WYoL H439W3D3d £ AVYANNS
uolbuIp|Y ‘9911 INU_A\ BYL UOIIRUNSIP Yled piig weybuip 199

pl)] Wvst'6 YIGWIAON 0€ AYANNS

9|qeISHYM ‘WOoOo|g Ul 950y dY] uoneunsap Aingiaiue) ‘siabing Jeis 193
pl) Wvst'6 Y3g9WIAON Z AVANNS

T899/ £TT103YS
2d13eag Japea Bul|dS uol] UYM Y3 1e younT ‘Aingisiued ol ydeq pue
weyuey) ‘weyiyd ‘uspualioys ‘bulas ‘uoybnog ‘|jIH dUlsH ‘epnolisusq
‘uea|g 4O SPJeEYDIO Yl PUNOI AP B|IW ST 1S9 Aingiaiued 193N

SSANTN4LINY4d MOTI1IW ANV SLSIW 40 NOSY3S

SIMOdS WVYO0L 439WIAON Z AVANNS
SpISYSIe ‘Ul D1BD) 3| UONRUISIP dded piig weyBuip 193N
o1 WVSH'6 4390100 9Z AVANNS

wonog 1ad
‘uu] 3PNQ Y1 UOIBUIISIP ‘SIUUIN SOPOYY ‘D13 ASNSIYM PIOT YL 199N
10 WvLL ¥3901D00 61 A¥ANNS

[I3M3 3]dWa] ‘X04 31 UOIRUNISIP ‘YDIMPUES ‘19315 PURIIS ‘SDILUWINA 193\
o1 WVSH'6 4390100 ZL AVANNS

uoBuIp|Y ‘Hqgey Yoe|g 3Y L UOREUNSIP “ied paig WeyBuim 199
pIb) WYSH'6 4390130 S AYANNS

"LSLSLT LTTLO [93 'SUBATIDIN Jopea] any 3y3 1oy
13)ye uo apiy "youn| gnd e 1oj uolbuiydiig 01 speou 13Inb pue sjlemess buoje
1une( 311INOABJ SIY3 JOJ UOIe1S 3|geISHUAN JO SpPIS PUNOg 1SBOD SY3 UO 193\

3a1d NOLONIHDYIg OL 319V.LSLIHM

SIN0dS WvoeoL ¥390150 S AVANNS
T6¥7E8 YOELO A3|uelS BUIOT 108IUOD
plb) €00Z s301¥ 3d0¥N3.d s31139 S31

NOYDSNOW Y39W3Ld3S 8C AVANNS

abupdny ‘Ioyduy an|g 3y UOeUISIP Yied pilg Weybuip 193N

plb) WVSst'6 4I9W3L1d3S 8Z AVANNS

YN'ACB IWMI MMM pue 610°1aqwia1dasgz MMM
AVd 3344 VD id¥D AW LNO HLIM NMOL NI
Y3IdW3ILd3S ¢ AVYANOW

19AIND3Y
‘142q[ay13 Buly YL UOIBUIISIP YdIMPUES ‘193115 PURIIS ‘SIILUWNA 193N
21D WVYSY" 6 Y439W3Ld3S LZ AVANNS

w0y A13Ud Ue 10} 0EE0ZT #E910
buljjes Aqg J91us UED NOA "9pU BY] JO PUD SY] 1B [ESW 1HSEq B SIpNPUl SIY)
pue 0§°97F SI 1503 A13Ud 3Y] "We OQ’| | 3 Wels pue we Qg'0L S uonesnsibal

"194e3] S¥j|em papInb aAIsuUaYIdWOd B 10j XSe pue S|Ie1Sp 104 9081 /T
€0€L0 40 9081+ YOELO |[BD IUSY YInos Inoybnouy sapu 34> asiuebio
A|4enbai s109(01d apisA1auno) ysiepy Asuwoy pue sy UYMW e

*//S76S €810 UO 9]0D) 32e[ 108IU0D S9pU qn|D BulpA) Jusy 1se3 104
"¥85CT/ 76810 UO dARQ 10RIU0D ‘S9pH gn[D) 32AD) URISID/ UOIIIS JUSY e

"YLYST9 EETLO UO I WOl 1D JUdY
YInos ‘z6v7Z€8 #0ELO UO BUIOT WO S3PL D] D JUs)Y 15e7 JO s|ieleg @
"SI UMO InoK je apl 3241 e puanie noA 1eyy alou ases|d — sso|
10 juapIdde Aue 1oj AMjigel| ou 3dadde sIaquIdaW SH pue SIH0JS ®
‘N0 HU1ISS 210437 UOINPUOD
Ayyiompeoul ‘ajes e ul S| 31q JNOA 3iNsud p|noys NOA "NOA YUm pooy
QWOS pue yuup e bulq ases|d Inq sdois Juswysaiyal g Ajjensn |jim
913Y1 ‘sapu J196UO| UQ "J3Y1eaM p[0d Ul BUIYIO|D WIeM JeIM pUe ‘}aw|ay
324> e se yons Qusawdinba aA11>9104d JeaM 0} pISIApe d1e NOA e
‘Bul||aAely 31049q butuoyd Aq Japes)
93Ul YuMm 3d3yd 01 ysim Aew noA i1ng Hunuud jo swil 1e 109.110d e
913y UIAID S|IeI9p 3P 1By} 2INSUD 0} D AISAD UDY e} dAeY I\\ e
'suolle)s Aemjies Jeau Jo 1e sapl
Ino Buiysiuly pue bunuels Aq sules) pue sayjiq 1eiHajul 03 wie N\ e
"J|npe 3|qisuodsal e Aq paluedwodde aq
ISNW 9| JapuN uIp|IYD "SI9quaW-Uo 1pN|2Ul ‘SWO0D[dM S| UOAISAT
'syjuow 1sow Jo Aepuns 3siiy 9yl uo sapu Jejnbal spjoy sIHN0dS

‘Bulop uaaq sey 3dUd||9IX7] 10§ 213U BulPAD BY3 1eYyM pUE SI T4 IeYM
uo ,‘sabueyd ayew 01 saunseaw — uopuo ui Aig Aq buioo,, 4ad1Q uosier]
pue suonowold ‘uemondel Aleo Jaxeads a13us) JuswuolIAug Ainguaiued)

Wdoe'LHO4d WdL WDV SINOdS
Y39W3ILd3S L1 AVASINGIM

A3UaARID) ‘S30YSSI0H IN04 3y uoneunsap Aingiaiue) ‘siabing Jes 19a\
o210 WVYSt'6 Y439W3L1d3S L AVANNS

(s1noy €) sajiw 9| IDNVLSIA (8% L LE H1) "YdImpues Jesu Anse3 siedied

abellIA (13N (YL9SLE YOEL0) 35044 PAeydY YIAYIT "parepaidde uoneuoq
SAY0Y 2¥d NO INOLSINAOOD ANV I1dV.LS OL ITIAD

WJZ v1 439W3LdIS AVANNS

6vSTH8 TEL 10 [[BH [PHNIA 4 J03RUIPIO-0D JUIAS 3} 1oeIU0D dsea|d

S|1e39Q "1 NOA S SaYRINYD AUBW SB JISIA 03 SIN0J UMO INOK Ueld "SaydIny)) JudY|
JO SpuSL4 3Y] pue S3YPINYD [B30] 10§ SpuNy 3sied 03 JUSAS iy} spoddns saxods
3014 319 STHOYNHD LN3IX 40 SANIIH4

SINOdS Y3IGWILdIS €L AVAYNLYS
0L00LZ Y0OEL0 A3|uels eulo 10eu0)
D10 €002 S301Y 3d0YN3,A SI1139 531

Y3IWO LS 439W3Ld3IS £ AVANNS

— J21S2YD0Y JU ‘SPOOA 41D ‘Peoy M3IA ‘@snoH Aingpelg 1e suelis apu syl

SPEA 18 SEJOYDIN IS ‘UNS By UOIBUNSIP Yled pig weyBuip 193\
P 1o S unsed P P ) 3AI4 319 AFHOSNOJS FTIN ST UV ASTVd TYHE3Y3D TYNNNY FHL

plb) WYSH'6 YIGWIAON £Z AYANNS
£00Z Y39WILd3S LZ AVANNS SEL08T LTTLO Apisse) unsny :10}eUIpi00d SOpIY
UspUR|IyD ‘PeSH S, UL 9y L
WY D103 ¥IGWIAON 91 AVANNS '66€ESLY €00¢
G610 [9BIN 10 yLyLTy $6/10 YudY s|ierdq ‘gnd je dois youn| yum sajiw
sluuly Buy@ls 0T "SNUIAY djled ela ddueiiud - auinogbunyis ‘pald buikeld s,261095 bury

‘UMOJD pUB 3S0Y dY] UONIBUNISIPYIIMPUES 193415 PUBRIIS ‘SIIWNA I3
Pl WYSt'6 YIdWINAON 6 AYANNS

1YVLS WVYO0E'0OL 404334400 YO4 w0l L3N

vl SINAAI NWNLNY

SIN0ds

Reflective Snap Bands - two for £4.00!
Wear a SPOKES hi-vis yellow safety
waistcoat. A bargain at £10 each.

Not everything

SPOKES

(] (] (]
Order by = is bigger in
phoning
01227 H
738296. America!
A full www.spokeseastkent.org.uk
range of n the USA, it has been decided to create the -
Slfzfes on I cycling equivalent of the Appalachian Trail, a
orfer.

footpath that follows the chain of mountains
down the eastern side of North America.

The plan for the East Coast Greenway, as it is

known, is for a foot and cycle path from the
Canadian border in Maine to the Florida Keys.
The aim is to pass the doorsteps of 30 million
Americans by creating a route that goes through
the centres of population and it will have links to
27 railway stations.

If this sounds familiar, it's because it is very
similar to Sustrans’ vision of the National Cycle
Network. However, there the similarity ends,
because after 10 years and over $400m spent,
there are less than 370 miles out of 2,600 com-
pleted. That's more than $1,000,000 per mile!
(About £650,000 at today’s exchange rate).

Apparently, “reducing the need for foreign oil
and promoting a healthier lifestyle” is the ratio-
nale behind the scheme (Note the oil comes first

Contacting SPOKES

CHAIRMAN: John Shirley 01304 210010
VICE CHAIRMAN: Nick Evans 01227 275157
nickevanscomms@btinternet.com
TREASURER: Terry Croft 01304 831887
LIAISON: Sheila & Sam Webb 01227 738296
MEMBERSHIP: Andy McNally 01227 713285
andy@room-101.freeserve.co.uk

EDITOR: Sam Webb 01227 738296
samwebb37@hotmail.com

DESIGN: Nick Evans 01227 275157
nickevanscomms@btinternet.com

RIDES: Austin Cassidy 01227 280135

Find us on the internet at
www.spokeseastkent.org.uk

and health second). Being the home of the gas

guzzler and the Sport/Utility Vehicle (SUV -
another name for a 4-wheel-drive upholstered
roller-skate), one has to admire the optimism of
such a venture.

Now’s the timeto be a
SPOKESperson!

Name . . - .
It is estimated that another $1.5 billion will be
Address needed to complete the route and a total of 23
senators have signed a letter, to President Bush,
supporting the Greenway. Given George W'’s
Postcode Phone record on Global Warming and sustainability, |
) wouldn’t hold my breath.
Email

el

ANDY MCNALLY

Annual membership - please tick relevant box
l:, Individual adult £4 D Family/household £6

D Senior citizens/unwaged/under 16 £3

More articles can be found on
www.spokeseastkent.org.uk Some of the
items included in this issue have been
edited to fit our limited space. For the full
versions, please log on to the web site.

SPOKES was formed in 1994 to campaign for better cycling facilities
in East Kent. SPOKES works closely with SUSTRANS, Kent County Council,

Please make cheques payable to SPOKES and district and parish councils. SPOKES is affiliated to the Cyclists’ Tourlng

send to the address overleaf. AUTO3

Club, the Cycle Campaign Network and Euro-Regio Velo.
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EDITORIAL

Cycle park
regenerates old
mine site

East Kent is soon to be home to the

|

largest purpose built closed track racing

circuit in the UK, part of an £18.7m
regeneration. Based on the old coal tip at
Betteshanger near Deal the site will include a
3.5km road circuit, BMX track and mountain
bike trails.

When the Betteshanger mine closed in
1989, with the loss of 1,800 jobs, a derelict
site of 290 acres (117 hectares) of spoil, prod-
uct of nearly a century of coal extraction was
left behind. After another ten years of
neglect, the South East Development Agency
(SEEDA) has put in motion plans for regenera-
tion.

An initial meeting was held in the autumn
of 2000 when Gary MacGowan the former
Kent County Council cycling officer brought
together cycling interest groups from all over
the UK to meet with SEEDA at Betteshanger
Colliery. Spokes was among them. Deal Velo
Club helped guide the project through many
meetings, winning over local residents who
now give it their total support.

Malcolm Whitehead VC Deal President told
local residents that a cycling circuit would be
a valuable facility for their children and
become a centre for developing Olympic tal-
ent. As well as the 3.5km six-metre wide cycle
circuit with its eight-metre start and finish
straight, there will also be a shorter loop for
children, a sculpture park, playgrounds, edu-
cational facilities, a nature park with bird
hides, educational facilities, a campsite and a
business park. Some 300 new jobs will be cre-
ated. The designers are Rummey Design
Associates of Sevenoaks.

Negotiations are underway to link the pro-
ject to National Cycle Route1from Dover and
Canterbury. This will also make it accessible
to cyclists from France. This route links with
Deal Railway Station. The site could be ready
in 18 months. If the Olympics come to
London in 2012 Betteshanger could be the
venue for cycle racing.

Spokes has also been involved in another
regeneration project with SEEDA in the mas-
terplan for the expansion of Aylesham. This
will add over 1000 new houses.

SEEDA has other plans for the regeneration
of the old mine area of Snowdown Colliery.

SAM WEBB

Lord Mayor on

two wheels

pokes roving reporter spotted Lord Mayor
Sof Canterbury Nick Eden-Green with the

Civic Bike enroute to the Cathedral with a
group of Swedish visitors. The Civic Bike was
donated by Spokes and it is used frequently for
getting around the city.

The new coach pickup and drop off point is
certainly curtailing the amount of illegal parking
in the cycle lane leading to Canterbury East
Station. Those that do block the lane end up
with a whopping £80 fine.

Nearly 700 cyclists took part in the Big Wheel
of Kent Ride this year. They came from far and
wide, two ex-firemen from Manchester cycling
back from Milan and the Giro d'ltalia, but per-
haps the ones who came furthest were three
cyclists from Athens, Georgia, in the USA. They
had flown into Heathrow that morning with
their bikes and were en route to Munich in
Germany. Overnight they camped in John
Shirley’s garden.

DOWNLAND
CYCLES FOR ALL
YOUR REPAIRS

Established cycle hire now
offering mechanic courses with sales of
accessories and folding bikes
We aim to become the premier centre for
repairs in Canterbury.

Call in and see Bryan and Julie on the
London bound platform of Canterbury West Station
Seven days a week 10am to 7pm

Tel: 01227 479643
E-mail: bryan@downlandcycles.plus.com
or Julie@downlandcycles.plus.com
www.downlandcycles.co.uk

Jade’s Crossing — a story of our times

y story is a sad one,” began Jade’s moth-
M er as she opened her talk to the Crab &
Winkle Trust and Spokes members.

It happened to an innocent happy family
when they moved to Detling, a village on the
Pilgrims Way in Kent, in the Garden of England,
split in two by the A249 and traffic speeding up
and down a hill linking the M2 with the M20.

Caroline Hobbs and her family moved into
their new house in 1987, a winter of snow. The
road was quiet then. But they learned that the
lady opposite had been hit by a car and killed on
16 December 1986. It was an ominous date.
They heard of other fatalities and incidents and
tried to put them out of their minds.

“We went through our days and nights with
sounds of accidents, people knocking on our
door, bringing people into the house, giving
them cups of tea, including the police, who got
to know us well. | would wait in fear as my two
secondary school children and their friends
would try and cross the road in the mornings to
try and reach the other side to catch the bus.”

Caroline decided to do something.

She told councillors and the press: “A child is
about to die,” little realising the awful prophetic
ring her words were to have. She wanted a
bridge, if not, warning signs and speed cameras.
“Too dangerous to maintain them,” said the
Experts, and more ominously, “Not enough
dead.”

Pavement

On 16 December 2000, holding hands with
her grandmother, eight year old Jade Hobbs,
was waiting on the pavement to cross the four
lane A249. Witnesses said she tried to pull her
grandmother back because she hadn’t seen the
car. But it killed them both, just the same.
Another statistic of death on our roads. Figures
that make up the 10 road deaths everyday, 3,500
every year, many of them children. Hidden sta-
tistics. We mustn’t upset the motoring lobby. It's
worse than a war.

Jade’s mother decided to act. If they wouldn't
build a bridge she would. She didn't know how,

Port & Castle raises nearly £500

26 miles around East Kent to raise £480 for

the Martha Trust near Deal in the Port &
Castle Ride. Starting out on a circular route from
Sandwich, they ventured south to Dover before
making the return leg. The event was organised
by SPOKES Vice Chairman Nick Evans and sup-
ported by the local branch of the CTC whose
members made a number of donations.

Those taking part came from all over East Kent

CYCLISTS enjoyed a warm spring day to tour

and the money will be used to buy sensory gar-
den equipment for the children of Frances
House, Martha's purpose built home caring for
profoundy disabled youngsters. Martha Trust is
located at Hacklinge near Sandwich and Deal.

Nick said: “I'm very grateful to everyone who
took part and gave donations or sponsorship.
We were extremely fortunate with the weather
and we had a very pleasant ride through some
of the prettiest parts of the area.”

What would you do with £7 billion?

n 10 July the government announced
Oa massive increase in spending on

roads and motorways, including the
addition of an extra lane around the M25.

This is a complete reversal of the stance
the government made when it came to
power in 1997. Then, it cut road spending
saying that building more roads was “not
the answer.”

All the usual suspects were paraded in
front of the cameras to say the £7bn was: “A
boon and a tonic to the motorists and a
boost to industry.”

Lauded as an investment, this £7bn is in
stark contrast to the state of our railways
and the pittance spent on safer cycling. Any
money spent on them is always stated to be
a “subsidy.”

When will it dawn on road engineers and
politicians the capacity of any ring road such as
the M25 is directly proportional to the capacity
of the primary and secondary routes leading to
and from it? These roads can barely cope at the
moment. So what will happen when the
“capacity” of the M25 is increased by 33 per
cent? Don't all rush to answer.

kit before you go away. | ignored that rule

one fine weekend in June when, at 11pm,
in the dark, in France, | opened the packaging
of my new tent for the first time -I didn't even
know what colour it was.

But it wasn’t a problem. Spokes members
were there to help. That offer of help and kind-
ness was the overriding theme of a most enjoy-
able weekend.

The Big Wheel of Kent on 21 June had
Spokes riding to Canterbury from all over Kent
and one from St. Omer in France. Gary
McGowan, who organised the European leg
suggested a camping trip. There were six of us,
riding a tandem, a bike with a trailer and three
bikes with panniers.

Rule number one when camping: test your

St Omer to Canterbury (via goodwill)

Group cycling is a wonderful way to travel.
We were lucky enough to camp and cycle in
France before going from Dover to Canterbury
by cycle route 1, one of the finest ways of see-
ing East Kent at its best. France was delightful,
especially as our route to Calais was along the
canals. As the reaction to us was invariably one
of delight and/or interest it felt that everyone
was on our side.

The highlight though, on Saturday after-
noon, was turning into the garden of the
House of Agnes in Canterbury to find hundreds
of other cyclists, the band playing and friends
waiting to greet us. For full version of this arti-
cle see www.spokeseastkent.org.uk

MICHAEL NEE

A big thank you to
our members

large number of Spokes member respond-
Aed to the editor’s heartfelt plea for renewal

of their subscriptions. This has made a
considerable contribution to our coffers. All the
work we do is entirely voluntary and financed by
your subscriptions.

The nights will soon be drawing in so why not
invest in a Spokes reflective waistcoat and some
snapbands. These will help you be seen in the
dark and the snapbands can be used round your
wrists to show traffic, which way you are turning.
See box on back page for details.

And warm
thanks to Dave
Ashby

ustrans recently contacted Spokes to say
Sthat Sustrans member Dave Ashby of

Ramsgate wanted to paint the mileposts on
the Crab & Winkle route.

Dave has made a splendid job of the ones
around Thanet and on the Canterbury to
Fordwich path, so thanks Dave for a splendid job
and we look forward to seeing your latest work.

but she would. She raised £75,000 and did. It
was opened on 31 August 2002. She set up The
Jade Appeal, a charity which has given £5,000 to
promote a walking school bus calendar which
will go to 20,000 children in the Canterbury and
Thanet area.

In her talk she asked: “Where is the money
Tesco donated to Canterbury for the two bridges
to link Whitstable to the Crab & Winkle Cycle
Route? Why spend the money on another car
park and bring yet more cars in?”

Caroline’s moving talk is too long to print in
our newsletter. For a copy write to Spokes. Or
you can read it in full on our website
www.spokeseastkent.org.uk.

SAM WEBB

C’EST LETOUR DE FRANCE
by Graeme Fife — part one

few weeks ago, 180 professional cyclists set
‘ N out from Paris on the centenary edition of
the Tour de France.

In their wake, a vast entourage: team support crews
- mechanics, soigneurs, drivers catering to their every
need on and off the road; team directors in constant
radio touch with every rider (they even have read-outs
from individual heart monitors) — as well as the race
organisation, publicity caravan and a small army of
media - press, radio, TV journalists and cameramen.

Watching the race as it wound round the hexa-
gon of France, from flatlands to rolling hills to the
monsters of the Alps and Pyrenees, countless thou-
sands of roadside spectators.

For, this, as ever, is the magic of the Tour de
France - the greatest bike race in the world sweep-
ing into cities, towns, villages and hamlets, a grand
spectacle of sporting endeavour brought to a huge
audience who see it free.

A hundred years ago, on 1 July 60 riders — spon-
sored professionals riding alongside independents
- embarked on the first Grande Boucle (‘the Big
Loop’), a daunting 2,267km in six stages on roads
which, when dry, spat thick dust and shards of
loose bitumen into their eyes, mouth, nose, and,
when wet, turned to mud. They carried all their
own spare gear - tubes, tools, food - they were
allowed no help at any time, and even slipstream-
ing was forbidden. The fastest endured up to 18
hours in the saddle over the final stage, 471km
back home; the slowest a lot longer.

Commissaires lurked at hidden controls as well as in
the canvas kiosks set up to sign them through. 21
made it back to Paris, the winner Maurice Garin, a
chimney sweep by trade, in over 94 hours, the last
man, Millocheau, a whacking 64 hours behind him.
But, the freelance from Chartres made it and, in the
century since that epic début Tour, the truism has
been constantly reinforced: this is a race like no other,
an unparalleled extended test of resolve, physical
strength and courage; no individual rider is greater
than the Tour and none, not even the great champi-
ons, can say they beat the Tour, only that, this time at
least, the Tour did not beat them.

Read more in two books by Graeme Fife: Tour de
France: the history, the legend, the riders and Inside
the Peloton: riding, winning and losing the Tour de
France. Both published by Mainstream Publishing.

HERBERT'S CY (LS

103/105 HiGH ST WHITSTABLE KENT (T3 1Y
01227 272072

For all your cycle needs
Workshop and sales

We stock Giant, Trek,
Dawes and Raleigh

Call and give us a try!

Email:herbertscycles@hotmail.com

To advertise in this newsletter, please call
Andy McNally on 01227 713285

andy@room-101.freeserve.co.uk

Spokes needs
your support

If you would like to join Spokes, please
complete the form overleaf and send it
with your subscription to:

SPOKES, The Canterbury Environment
Centre, St Alphege Lane, Canterbury
CT12EB Tel 01227 457009.

The centre is open Tuesday to
Saturday 10.30am to 4.30pm. Good
food, drink and lots of useful resources
and information.




