CA//10/01293 Crab & Winkle: Installation of two bridge structures

Madam chairman, committee members, thank you for this opportunity to speak in favour of this planning application for the Crab & Winkle Way bridges on behalf of SPOKES East Kent Cycle Campaign, a local organisation with 416 paid up members.

This application is a component part of a larger project to complete the Crab & Winkle way from All Saint’s Close to the harbour.  This committee approved the rest of the route last February. A previous application for the bridges was also approved, since lapsed. What we have before us today is a much improved bridge design from KCC Highway Services that specifically takes into account and mitigates the concerns expressed by some local residents.  It would be inconsistent to negate these previous approvals by refusing this application.  If the bridges fail to get approval then the whole project will fail, resulting in a tragic loss of a wonderful amenity for the people of Whitstable, and the loss of the Sustrans funds to another part of the country.
It is important to note that we are being gifted these bridges. Sustrans obtained the money through a national peoples vote for Lottery Funds and have decided to invest it in Whitstable on the Crab & Winkle Way.
The route with the bridges has long been earmarked for a cycling and walking route; it is in the Canterbury District Council’s Walking and Cycling Strategy as well as the local plan.
The bridges are supported by the residents of the district and Whitstable, as shown by the number of supporting letters and through public consultation.

The bridges will create a safe and attractive link for pedestrians and cyclists between north and south Whitstable.  It will be a major benefit to all the population of Whitstable, providing a safe route to schools and a direct route for commuters and shoppers travelling to and from, for instance, the John Wilson Industrial Estate and Tesco.

Other similar schemes have been shown to increase the diversity of wildlife.  The bridges create a crossing point for wildlife across an otherwise impenetrable barrier (the two roads and the railway line).

The bridges are the final link creating a direct and continuous pedestrian and cycle route down to the harbour, and traffic free along its length unlike the alternatives, such as Stream Walk, which crosses two roads.  A complete, attractive and continuous route will generate a lot of use by local people, as can be seen with the large number of people already using the recently completed route between Canterbury and Chartham.  It is a joy to see it used by so many walkers, families with children learning how to use their bikes, mothers with prams, disabled with walking aides or wheelchairs, as well as cyclists,  etc etc.
The bridges and cycle route will be something that the District and Whitstable will be really proud of.  They are good for the local population, for tourism, for the local economy, and a real contribution to a greener future.
