CA/10/01293   Crab and Winkle Former Railway Line Abutments and Embankment, Teynham Road and over Old Bridge Road, Whitstable – Installation of two bridge structures.

“Good evening Chair, Members, etc,… 

My name is Adrian Oliver I am a committee member of Spokes East Kent Cycle Campaign, Sustrans Liaison Ranger and owner of CyclingAge.

I am not a technician, nor an engineer. 

I am a Dad, a businessman and a cyclist (of the slower variety) and now that all the technical niggles have been ironed out, I would like you to accept this gift from the nation to Whitstable of these two bridges. 

A gift that many local people have worked hard to obtain for a very long time.

A gift that will transform derelict abutments and neglected land

These bridges are the final links in the chain to create a green vein through Whitstable from beyond All Saints Close and Ivy House Road to Tower Parade.

With the bridges, this green vein will pulse with pedestrians, wheelchair users, prams, buggies scooters and cyclists, lifted safely up and away from noisy, dangerous traffic.

And the bridges will make the Crab & Winkle line one of the best paths in the UK, not only a fantastic amenity for local people, but a destination ride for cyclists from across the Kent, the country, Europe and the world. 

So this evening Chair, I trust this Council will accept the gift of these two bridges that brings hope and a true legacy.

Thank you Chair. 

